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and plunder to religion. Moreover, common sense,
though it is never strong enough to stop a war,
often causes a revulsion from one pretext to
another when the atrocity of a war has exceeded
certain limits. Thus the capacity of religion to
set Christians fighting each other abruptly ceased
with the Thirty Years5 War, after which the
religious motive was dropped by common con-
sent: there followed a long series of wars fought
chiefly for dynastic reasons.
Now it seems to be about time that nationalist
wars came to an end. For several reasons they
have become obsolete. Inherently nationalism is
a poor reason for fighting, because in practice a
common nationality means little more than the
use of a common language; as several languages
may be learnt it is quite easy to acquire several
nationalities. Secondly, the various "nationalities"
are so numerous and so intermingled in many
parts of Europe that no completely national and
homogeneous state can be constructed without
great injustice to large portions of the population.
The "minorities problem" will never be soluble
on nationalist lines. Thirdly, if nevertheless
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